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Caltrans’ Response to the California Coastal Commission Comment Letter: 

1. Caltrans understands that a CDP is needed from the Commission rather than the County 
for work on federal lands (Redwood National Park).  The document has been updated 
accordingly. 

2. Thank you for the information and offer of assistance. 
3. Vegetation would be trimmed prior to nesting bird season.  BR-1 has been updated for 

clarity. 
4. Vehicles will primarily be parked on existing roads and turnouts.  Gravel, rubber mats, or 

geomembranes would be used as needed to protect vegetated ground surfaces. 
5. The “if practicable” portion of measure BR-3 referred to the salvaging and planting of 

existing plants associated with grading existing access roads and trails.  Grading along 
the existing access road to the DeMartin Campground, the Coastal Trail, and the 
erosional scar is no longer proposed; therefore, salvaging and replanting is no longer 
needed at these locations.  Due to the small areas that would be disturbed for the project 
(clearing of 2- by 2-foot areas for helicopter platform legs) and the existing vegetation 
adjacent to ground disturbing activities, it may not be practicable to revegetate disturbed 
areas.  Native plant cover in the project area is high, and includes brambles, herbs, and 
ferns; it is anticipated that native plants would either grow or spread within the disturbed 
soil sites via sprouting from roots or rhizomes or other vegetative regeneration methods.    

6. Measures, such as cleaning equipment prior to entering the ESL, would be taken to 
prevent the introduction of invasive species in the project areas.  Details on invasive 
species control once the project is complete will be detailed in the project’s Revegetation 
Plan.   

7. Invasive plant material removed from the project site would be disposed of at an off-site 
waste disposal facility, such as a green waste facility or Caltrans waste disposal facility.   

8. The construction of a rock dissipation structure is no longer proposed for this project.  B-
22, located in Caltrans’ ROW, will be accessed via helicopter, and no work is proposed 
on the erosional scar. 

9. Vegetation trimming at bore hole locations and along seismic lines would be limited to 
the extent necessary to accomplish project activities; estimates of the area to be trimmed 
were conservative.  For example, foot paths and seismic lines were estimated to require 4 
feet of clearing.  However, for footpaths, workers would generally find the easiest route 
to the project area, that would require the least amount of disturbance.  The same would 
be true for seismic lines; vegetation would only be trimmed as needed, rather than large 
swaths of vegetation.  Minor trimming is difficult to quantify, and the reason for the 
conservative estimates.  No work would be conducted in wetlands or streams.  Project 
maps have been updated for clarity. 
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10. The project maps have been updated to show that SL 16 will not be placed within the 
intermittent stream or wetland at this location.  There are no anticipated impacts to 
wetlands or waters for this project. 

11. Only one overall alternative has been proposed for the geotechnical investigation.  
However, selection of bore holes and seismic line locations was an iterative process; 
locations were adjusted in order to have the fewest environmental impacts while taking 
into consideration geotechnical data needs and access routes.  Additionally, standard 
measures and best management practices have been included in the project such as BR-4, 
which requires fencing or flagging wetlands and waters, where appropriate, and 
restricting work in these areas.  Refer to Section 1.4 for additional measures.  There are 
no anticipated impacts to wetlands or waters.  The ESHA section of the document has 
been updated; ESHAs are addressed in more detail in a separate report. 

12. Caltrans is no longer planning to grade and fill the erosional scar or install a rock 
dissipation structure at B-22.  This location is now proposed to be accessed via 
helicopter, and would be similar to the sites in Del Norte Coast Redwoods State Park.  
Work at this bore hole would not change the visual character of this area. 

13. The closure of the DeMartin Campground and DeMartin section of the Coastal Trail 
would occur between September 16th and January 31st, a time when there are fewer 
campers and park visitors.  As stated in the Standard Measures and Best Management 
Practices for Public Resources (Section 1.4), signage would be posted at the trailheads, 
the campground, and the website for Redwood National and State Parks.  In addition to 
their website, the Parks generally post closures on social media, and provide the 
information to Park Visitor Centers.  The DeMartin Campground is a backcountry camp 
and requires a permit for overnight use; anyone applying for a permit would be notified 
of the campgrounds closure.  In addition, based on the permit requests, only 11 campsites 
were used in September 2019, and 27 in September 2018.  There are only approximately 
150-250 users at this campground annually.  Though this campground would be closed 
for a short duration, there are other camping opportunities nearby, such as Mill Creek 
State Park, and other backcountry camps, such as Little Bald Hills Camp, Flint Ridge, 
and Gold Bluffs Beach Campground.  There are many other hiking opportunities as well, 
including the adjacent sections of the Coastal Trail (Last Chance and Klamath Sections).  
In addition, trails and campgrounds closures in the area are not uncommon – just in the 
local area, Nickel Creek Camp is closed due to landslides and unsafe conditions, a section 
of the Damnation Creek Trail is closed due to a damaged bridge, Mill Creek Campground 
has seasonal closures, and the Last Chance section of the Coastal Trail has a warning that 
the trail is often impacted by landslides. 
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Appendix N. USFWS Letter of 
Concurrence 
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