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Appendix D. Section 4(f) 
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Section 4(f) of the Department of Transportation Act of 1966, codified in federal law at 
49 United States Code (USC) 303, declares that “it is the policy of the United States 
Government that special effort should be made to preserve the natural beauty of the 
countryside and public park and recreation lands, wildlife and waterfowl refuges, and 
historic sites.”   

Section 4(f) specifies that the Secretary of Transportation may approve a transportation 
program or project . . . “requiring the use of publicly owned land of a public park, 
recreation area, or wildlife and waterfowl refuge of national, state, or local significance, 
or land of an historic site of national, state, or local significance (as determined by the 
federal, state, or local officials having jurisdiction over the park, area, refuge, or site) 
only if: 

• There is no prudent and feasible alternative to using that land; and 
• The program or project includes all possible planning to minimize harm to the 

park, recreation area, wildlife and waterfowl refuge, or historic site resulting from 
the use.” 

Section 4(f) further requires coordination with the Department of the Interior and, as 
appropriate, the involved offices of the Department of Agriculture and the Department of 
Housing and Urban Development in developing transportation projects and programs 
that use lands protected by Section 4(f).  If historic sites are involved, then coordination 
with the State Historic Preservation Officer is also needed. 

Section 6009(a) of SAFETEA-LU amended Section 4(f) legislation at 23 United States 
Code (USC) 138 and 49 USC 303 to simplify the processing and approval of projects 
that have only de minimis impacts on lands protected by Section 4(f).  This amendment 
provides that once the U.S. Department of Transportation (USDOT) determines that a 
transportation use of Section 4(f) property, after consideration of any impact avoidance, 
minimization, and mitigation or enhancement measures, results in a de minimis impact 
on that property, an analysis of avoidance alternatives is not required, and the Section 
4(f) evaluation process is complete.  FHWA’s final rule on Section 4(f) de minimis 
findings is codified in 23 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) 774.3 and CFR 774.17.  

Responsibility for compliance with Section 4(f) has been assigned to Caltrans pursuant 
to 23 USC 326 and 327 and a Memorandum of Understanding executed between 
FHWA and Caltrans (dated December 23, 2016), including de minimis impact 
determinations, as well as coordination with those agencies that have jurisdiction over a 
Section 4(f) resource that may be affected by a project action. 

The activities associated with the geotechnical investigation would occur within 
Redwood National and State Parks.  Consultation with State Parks and the National 
Park Service is ongoing, and the draft Section 4(f) analyses are on the following pages.  
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